Attendance Policy
The Darlington County Board of Education believes classroom attendance is crucial to educational success.
ABSENCES ARE NOW DEFINED AS “LAWFUL” OR “UNLAWFUL.” The district no longer recognizes “excused” or “unexcused” absences.
IF A STUDENT HAS MORE THAN 10 ABSENCES IN A COURSE, THE STUDENT MAY LOSE COURSE CREDIT OR PROMOTION.  It doesn’t matter if the absences are lawful or unlawful: 10 is the limit.

SUSPENSIONS NOW COUNT TOWARD THOSE 10 ABSENCES. Student absences due to suspension will be treated as an absence for course credit.  Days absent awaiting an expulsion hearing or appeal hearing will not count toward the limit, nor will the absences count toward truancy.

STUDENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO MAKE UP WORK THEY MISSED FOR THE FIRST 10 ABSENCES. Within 5 days or returning to school, students must make arrangements with the teacher to make up missed work.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS WILL CONTACT PARENTS AFTER EACH UNLAWFUL ABSENCE. After 3 unlawful absences, further intervention will take place.

STUDENTS WITH MORE THAN 10 ABSENCES HAVE THE RIGHT TO APPEAL TO THE SUPERINTENDENT’S DESIGNEE.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS MUST BE IN ATTENDANCE 120 HOURS TO EARN COURSE CREDIT, NO MATTER HOW MANY DAYS MISSED OR WHY. 

Students earning units can make up no more than 4 absences per class for semester courses, 2 absences for quarter courses.  Students can make up “seat time” through Saturday classes or extended days. A fee may be levied.
ALL ABSENCES REQUIRE OFFICIAL DOCUMENTATION EXPLAINING WHY THE STUDENT WAS ABSENT. This documentation must be turned in within 5 days of the student’s return to school.

STUDENTS WHO ENROLL AFTER THE SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS ARE CONSIDERED ABSENT. They must provide documentation about why they were absent.  This must be presented to the Principal for approval.

Tardy and Sign out Policies for Darlington County Schools
 TARDY:  For Elementary & Middle students – parents are required to come in the school and sign their child/children in if they are tardy.  Consequences may range from verbal warnings, parent/student conferences, missing recess, written intervention plans.

· Example of Elementary Tardy Procedures: A letter is mailed home after 5th tardy. A 2nd letter is mailed home after 10 tardies. After 10 tardies, recess or other school privilege is taken each day the child is tardy. After 15 tardies an Attendance Intervention plan is developed at an intervention meeting with the District Attendance Supervisor.
· Example of Middle School Procedures: Consequences for excess tardies currently range from student/parent conferences, assigned to silent lunch, and assigned students to ISS.
For High School Students – Students who arrive after 8:30 a.m. are not accepted into 1st period without signing in to the Attendance Office.  High School level students must attend 35 minutes of a class to be awarded credit.

· Example of High School Procedures: Excessive tardies result in student/parent conferences, verbal warnings, telephone calls to parent(s), lunch detention and failure to comply referrals to ISS or Sunset School.  

SIGN OUT: For Elementary & Middle students – Students are not allowed to be signed out 25 minutes before the last bell.  Parents are required to enter the school to sign out their child/children. Parents are encouraged to send a note in the a.m. that they are picking the child up early on a specific day. Schools do not accept telephone calls or faxes for early sign outs.  In emergency situations, parents may conference with administrators, if they need to sign their child/children after the designated sign out timeframe.

Early sign-outs should be kept to a minimum and should be for emergencies only and not a regular occurrence.

ELEMENTARY PERFECT ATTENDANCE:  Students at all grade levels must be present 50% of the day to be counted present for a day.
SECONDARY PERFECT ATTENDANCE:  Students must be in all seven classes for at least 35 minutes.
